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Tewkesbury Visit 

On Monday, Redwood Class ventured to 

Tewkesbury to visit the Tewkesbury 

Museum. On arrival, the children had a 

map of Tewkesbury and had to figure out 

where we were and where we needed to 

go. When we got to the museum, we 

explored the exhibit dedicated to Sir 

Raymond Priestly, an arctic explorer who 

accompanied Shackleton and Scott on 

their arctic expeditions. The children also 

got to explore the other exciting artefacts 

displayed in the museum, including a 

Roman skeleton, before completing the 

penguin hunt to earn their penguin 

badges. After that, we walked back 

through Tewkesbury to the Abbey where 

the children sketched the grounds in the 

sunshine before going inside to look 

around.  

 

 

 



 

 

Happy Half Term 

On behalf of everyone at school, have a 

great half term and we will look forward to 

seeing you all on Monday 27th February.  

Have a great break. 

 

FOOHS Date for the Diary 

FOOHS Disco - Thursday 30th March. 

Further details to follow 

 

Strike Potential 

At present, there is a strike date set for 

Thursday 2nd March, the first Thursday 

back.  It is very probable that if the action 

goes ahead, then Rowan Class will be 

closed on that day. 

There are further strike days planned for 

15th and 16th March. 

  

World Book Day 

Due to the strike action we will be taking 

part in World Book Day on Wednesday 

1st March rather than Thursday 2nd 

March. We are asking the children to 

come dressed as their favourite book 

character on Wednesday and bring in the 

book to share with others. We will be 

taking part in a variety of reading activities 

throughout the day as well as joining live 

author events throughout the week. If your 

child does not want to dress up then they 

will need to come to school in their 

uniform.  

 

This ties in nicely with our Read for Good 

Readathon. Information about this came 

home with the children on Monday. We 

are encouraging the children to read for as 

many minutes as possible from Monday 

13th February-Friday 3rd March and to 

collect sponsorships as well as keeping a 

log of their reading minutes so that we 

have a winner from each class. Every 

child who takes part will receive a 

certificate and any sponsorships will go to 

the children's hospital to enable them to 

have access to lots of lovely books as well 

as a percentage coming back to the 

school to put towards new books. Please 

follow this link to sponsor a 

pupil https://readforgood.org/sponsor-a-

pupil-taking-part-in-readathon/ 

 

30-Day Wellbeing Challenge 

30 days is a long time to participate in a 

challenge. We were so impressed that 

over half of the school completed the 

challenge and have been awarded 

certificates which is fantastic!  15 children 

achieved the gold level with many doing 

an activity on all 30 days.  From the 

feedback from the children, the most 

popular reason for enjoying participating in 

the challenge was getting to spend more 

time ‘connecting’ with family by playing 

games or doing puzzles or chatting over a 

hot chocolate after a walk. Others reasons 

included: ‘take notice’ listening to a 

woodpecker in the woods to calm down, 

‘being active’ as it was fun to do activities 

and it keeps you going, ‘being kind’ as it 

makes people happy and ‘learning’ new 

skills such as a language in preparation 

for going on holiday.  A big well done to all 

children and staff members who took part 

and I hope you keep it up! 

https://readforgood.org/sponsor-a-pupil-taking-part-in-readathon/
https://readforgood.org/sponsor-a-pupil-taking-part-in-readathon/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Therapeutic Gardening 

It was lovely to be outside in the sunshine, 

feeling a little warmer which has great 

benefits for our mental health and 

wellbeing.  The sun increases your 

serotonin levels as well as being naturally 

exposed to vitamin D.  The children 

checked on the progress of the sweet 

peppers and chillies and were excited to 

see they had begun to germinate.  The 

children also gave the seedlings a stroke; 

this apparently encourages them to grow 

by simulating the movement of the 

wind.   This week the children began to 

sort seed potatoes from three different 

varies: swift, Charlotte and King Edward 

into trays to help with the chitting process. 

These have been nicknamed ‘Valentine 

Potatoes’ as the session took place on 

Valentine’s Day.  To do this they had to 

arrange them with ‘eyes’ (the small 

sprouts) facing upwards and were placed 

on a warm windowsill.   The groups then 

planted tomato seeds and these were put 

on the electric propagator with the chillies 

and peppers. 

If anyone has any gardening items that 

they no longer need and would kindly 

donate to the school, we would be very 

grateful. We would especially appreciate 

pots (large or small). 

 

 



 

  

Kids Eat Free 

With half term approaching, the following 

places are offering half term deals to 

support parents during the cost of living 

crisis.  There are other places offering 

deals as well. 

 

 

Online Safety 

Talking about the online world with your 

child can be difficult, and some topics can 

be particularly awkward; for you and your 

child! As a result of this, we have put 

together a series of 7 questions that will 

help you start an initial conversation with 

your child, so you have a better 

understanding of what they do online and 

how you can protect them. Additionally, it’s 

important to note that regular 

conversations with your child about the 

Internet will help your child to build 

confidence when talking about online 

issues, and therefore help to build trust 

too. 

In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of 

potential risks such as personal 

information, gaming addiction and online 

relationships. 

This is part of our Online Information 

category. 

 

 

Church Service in Alderton 

Services this Sunday: 
  
9.00am         Washbourne HC 
  
10.30am       Dumbleton HC 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Half Termly Christian Value 

 

 

Rowan Class 

This week in Rowan Class, we have loved 

the start of our new English unit on non-

chronological reports as we have been 

learning about pirates! We looked at the 

layout of non-chronological reports and 

then wrote our own headings and 

introductory sentences about perilous 

pirates! The Reception children have been 

writing questions that they would like to 

ask the pirates such as how do you go to 

the toilet on a pirate ship?  

In Maths, Year 2 have been looking at 

arrays to help them with their 

multiplication. They also began looking at 

division by grouping and sharing amounts. 

Year 1 have been looking at one more 

and one less as well as exploring the 

number line and working out missing 

numbers. Reception have been busy 

measuring this week! They have looked at 

height and length and measured using 

pasta, cubes, string and even tried using a 

ruler to measure in cm. 

In our topic lessons this week we have 

been looking at the past and present. We 

investigated what Whitby looked like in the 

past and compared to current photos as 

well as learning about the jobs they would 

have had in Whitby in the past.  

 

 

 

Elm Class 

In Science, we conducted an experiment 

looking at the temperature of melting ice 

and produced an accompanying graph to 

represent their data.  The pupils enjoyed 

creating a frame for their Paul Klee 

artwork from the previous week - they 

look fantastic.  In Geography we looked at 

different mountain types and in PE we 

began to learn a complex gymnastics 

routine for performance and both year 

groups are currently learning about 

fractions in Maths,  Another busy week, as 

always.  Happy holidays! 

 



Redwood Class 

The final week of the half term has been 

another busy week for Redwood Class; 

we started the week with our trip to 

Tewkesbury Museum, followed by some 

art on Monday.  

In English, the children have planned and 

started writing their balanced argument 

based on the question ‘Should school start 

at 6am and finish at 12:30pm?’.  The 

children were very opinionated on this and 

we have also collected the opinions of the 

staff to use in the argument too.  

In Maths, we have completed our area, 

perimeter and volume unit of work. After 

half term, Year 5 will start a unit on 

multiplication and division and Year 6 ratio 

and algebra.  

We completed a Young Leaders task on 

teamwork; the children had to build towers 

with cups using only elastic bands to move 

them. Teamwork was key to this; the 

children found their own ways to make a 

tower but with a little guidance they were 

able to complete the task. We also 

discussed leadership and what makes a 

good leader, then created freeze frames 

showing good and bad leadership.  

The children completed their ‘As tu un’ 

animal unit in French. The children have 

shown good levels of confidence both 

speaking and writing their answers in 

French. After half term, we start a unit on 

Goldilocks.  

 

 

 



 

 

House Points 

House point totals for this week: 

Ashdown 107 

Sherwood 111 

Dean 126 

 

Stars of the Week 

Rowan Class: 

Star of Week – Rory for showing a 

fantastic understanding of one more and 

one less in maths  

Value of Week - Dima for persevering 

whilst learning new words and spellings  

Elm Class: 

Star of the Week - Evelyn for producing 

some fantastic writing and artwork this 

week. 

Value of the Week - Rosa for listening 

carefully, working hard and trying her best. 

Pen pass awarded: Edward 

Redwood Class: 

Star of the Week - Harris for excellent 

consideration towards vocabulary used in 

his writing 

Value of the Week – Harry for a generous 

act of friendship in our trip 

 

Diary Dates 

Please be aware that these may be 

subject to change. 

 

February 

17th Year 3/4 Swimming 

 End of Term 

27th Term Starts 

 

March 

2nd  World Book Day 

 String Quartet in 

Potential Strike Day 

3rd Year 3/4 Swimming 

6th Elm Class to MAD Museum 

7th School Photos 

8th Rowan Class to Newport Wetland 

Centre 

10th Year 3/4 Swimming 

13th Assessment Week 

15th Potential Strike Day 

16th Potential Strike Day 

17th Year 3/4 Swimming 

 World Sleep Day 

20th Bishops Visitor visiting 

21st Parents Evening 

22nd Parents Evening 

24th Year 3/4 Swimming 

29th Craft Day 

30th School Disco 

31st Easter Service 2pm 

 Term Ends 

 



 

 


