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Newsletter Friday 2nd December 2022 

 

Christmas 

Christmas has arrived at Oak Hill!  Our 

House Captains and Vice House Captains 

decorated the tree which looks wonderful 

and welcoming. 

 

 

Nativity 

We are really looking forward to inviting 

everyone to our performances of Little 

Angel Gets Her Wings by Nick Perrin.  

The rehearsals are sounding and looking 

wonderful.  We can’t wait! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Craft Day 

On Monday 12 December, the children will 

be taking part in a craft day.  There will be 

four craft activities and creations will be 

brought home at the end of term.  Please 

would you make sure your child brings an 

apron and a clean glass jar into school. 

 

Change to SATs Dates and Bank 

Holiday 

Due to the coronation of King Charles III, 

Monday 8th May 2023 has now been 

designated a Bank Holiday.  This was due 

to be the first day of the KS2 SATs tests.  

The DFE have now decided that the SATs 

will run from Tuesday 9th until Friday 12th 

May. 

 

Project Board 

On Wednesday, Mrs Leather and I met 

with the County, Diocesan Board and 

other Governors to discuss the progress 

the school is making.  There was 

unanimous agreement that the school is 

making good progress against all its 

targets and areas for development.  We 

are delighted with this recognition.  A very 

big thank you to everyone who is making 

this happen, particularly our teaching staff 

who are working very hard to develop the 

curriculum and wider areas of the school. 

 

Reception Places 

Just a reminder that applications for 

Reception places close on 15th January 

2023.  We are currently showing parents 

around the school.  If you know parents 

who are considering schools for their 

children, then please do urge them to 

come in and see us.  

 

 

 



Wreath Making 

Last night FOOHS held the first of our 

wreath making workshops. We welcomed 

some parents, villagers and members of 

the wider community, all of whom made a 

fantastic wreath to hang on their door and 

commented on what a lovely start to the 

festive period it was. Thanks to all who 

gathered foliage – we probably have 

enough for every door in the village! There 

are still a few places left for tomorrow 

morning so if you would like to come along 

please get in touch. 

 

 

 

 

Book Review 

 

 

 

Thrive 

This week as part of whole school thrive, 

pupils from KS2 and Year 2 created a 

Christmas Advent calendar.  Behind each 

door, the children wrote either a Christmas 

joke, something they are grateful for, an 

achievement they are proud of this year or 

a positive comment to others.  Each day in 

worship, a door will be opened and read to 

the whole school.    

KS1 were excited to get a visit from 

Cookie the school therapy dog this week.  

All the children thoroughly enjoyed him 

being in there with many coming up and 

giving him lots of cuddles.  Stroking an 

animal can help children calm down, 



regulate emotions and increases levels of 

the feel-good hormone oxytocin.  Cookie 

definitely benefited from the children too 

as he fell asleep! 

 

 

 

FOOHS  

If you'll be doing any shopping on Amazon 

over the festive period, we'd be thrilled if 

you could do it through this 

link: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/106095

3-0 

Using your normal Amazon login details, 

Amazon Smile has the same products, the 

same prices and the same services as the 

Amazon you know, and they donate a 

percentage of eligible sales to FOOHS as 

a registered charity. 

Friends of Oak Hill School also are 

delighted to be the chosen organisation 

for Alderton's charity football match 

this year. With your help, we can support 

the school to ensure it has all of the 

resources it needs to offer our children a 

brilliant education and the means to have 

fun, make friends and feel safe in our 

beautiful village. 

Please buy your entry for the annual 

Alderton Charity Football Prize Draw! 

Each entry gives you one chance to win.... 

4 Premier League tickets to watch 

Manchester Utd vs Southampton at Old 

Trafford on 11th March 2023! 

Entries are £20 each (and if purchased 

online will incur an additional 50p 

processing fee). To pay in cash in person 

please contact James Starkey on 07485 

152 722. 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friends

ofoakhillschool/807609 

Remember to invite your friends and 

family to join in with our fundraising efforts! 

 

Carol Service 

We are aiming to do something different 

this year.  We would like to invite everyone 

to our Carol Service at St Margaret’s in 

Alderton on Thursday 15th December at 

6pm.  All children will be performing in the 

service and the Year 6 will be leading us 

in worship.  We have had a wonderful time 

choosing the carols and readings for the 

service in staff meeting this week.   

 

National Children’s Measurement 

Programme 

The National Children’s Measurement 

Programme for Reception and Year 6 will 

take place on 5th January 2023.  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1060953-0
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1060953-0
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofoakhillschool/807609
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofoakhillschool/807609


On the same day the Reception children 

will have their vision screening.  Further 

details will follow. 

 

 

Online Safety 

An estimated one-third of children have a 

social media account, so it’s important that 

trusted adults know what content young 

people are consuming, what they’re 

posting and the interactions they’re 

having. On social media, it can be easy to 

go down a rabbit hole that isn’t beneficial 

to our wellbeing. As platforms grapple with 

managing ‘legal but harmful’ content, lives 

are being impacted – sometimes to tragic 

effect. We might be daunted by the scale 

of the tech giants and their content which 

enthrals young people, but we can still 

help children to be mindful of their mental 

wellness: recognising when something 

isn’t OK … and knowing what to do about 

content that upsets them. 

In the guide, you'll find tips such as how to 

hide content, setting daily limits and 

discussing what children have seen 

online. 

This is part of our Social Media and 

Mental Health categories. 

 

 

 

 

Half Termly Christian Value 

 



 

Church Service in Alderton 

9.00am       Great Washbourne Advent HC 
          
10.30am     Dumbleton Advent HC 
 

Rowan Class 

This week has been very busy as we have 

been practising hard for our Nativity. Lots 

of beautiful singing, wonderful solos and 

amazing actors. We can’t wait to show you 

next week! We have also been busy 

making props and the children had a 

fantastic idea to make a big welcome sign 

which they have been working hard on. 

As well as rehearsals we have had a week 

of assessments and the children 

have worked so hard, showing all of our 

values, particularly perseverance. Well 

done Rowan Class!  

 

 

 

Elm Class 

We have had a busy week completing a 

range of assessments and the children 

should be congratulated for their efforts 

and perseverance.  The class very much 

enjoyed their first hockey lesson this week 

and, weather permitting, we will practice 

twice a week for the remainder of term.  In 

Science this week, I was most impressed 

with the children's understanding of sound 

waves.  Most will be able, I am sure, to 

explain what quiet/loud/low pitch/high 

pitch sound waves look like.  In addition, 

the school has spent two afternoons 

practicing for our Nativity performances 

next week.  We are nearly there! 

 

Redwood Class 

This week in Redwood Class the children 

have been working hard during our end of 

term assessments. They showed great 

focus and determination to answer the 

questions to the best of their ability! We 

continued our work on fractions in Maths 

this week. Next week we will be 

multiplying fractions by fractions and 

integers.  

In History the children were challenged 

with the question “Was the slave trade a 

good thing?”  They were provided with 

evidence to show how Britain benefited 

from the slave trade and from here they 

had to try to answer the question 

balancing out their argument using their 

previous learning.   

We have been supporting KS1 in their 

Nativity and spent some time helping 

create artwork for a Nativity display.  

In DT the children created a 

balanced meal plan for an 11 year old. 

They had to include a limited number of 

overly processed foods, including a range 

of vegetables, protein and carbohydrates. 

They were able to explain their choices, 

making food swaps. For example, 



wholemeal or seeded bread instead of 

white bread to add more 

complex carbohydrates.  

 

House Points 

House point totals for this week: 

Ashdown 71 

Sherwood 82 

Dean 108 

 

Class Attendance 

Rowan Class 95% 

Elm Class 96.4% 

Redwood Class 96.9% 

 

Stars of the Week 

Rowan Class: 

Star of the Week - Ollie for showing 

enthusiasm towards everything you do 

Value of the Week - Rory for always 

showing kindness and friendship to others 

Elm Class: 

Star of the Week - Jake for completing, in 

full and independently, a reading 

comprehension. 

Value of the Week - Charlie for competing 

with integrity and energy during our 

hockey game. 

Redwood Class: 

Star of the Week – Lottie for a well-

planned and thought out meal.  

Value of the Week – Freddie for 

perseverance during our tests this week.   

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Please be aware that these may be 

subject to change. 

 

December 

5th Nativity Dress Rehearsal 

6th Nativity Performance 2pm 

7th Nativity Performance 6pm 

12th  Christmas Craft Day 

13th Rowan Class visit 

14th Christmas Lunch (TBC) 

15th Carol Service 6pm @Alderton 

Church 

16th  Term Ends 

 

 


