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Charity Support
We were delighted to receive a letter from
CCAA Kids with Arthritis charity thanking us
for our recent donation and support of their
charity. They thanked us for our support and
the committee were very grateful for
supporting their small charity. They gave the
school 3 copies of a storybook about a child
with Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis. We are
very honoured to receive these gifts. Further
information about the charity and its work can
be found on their website: www.ccaa.org.uk

National Storytelling Week
“Storytelling can be found enriching lives
everywhere. The sharing between teller and
listener empowers, feeding the imagination
from one generation to the next.”- Society for
Storytelling.
National Storytelling Week is a chance to
promote and encourage storytelling! We
started the week with a worship all about the
wonders of storytelling and enjoyed sharing
our favourite books. Throughout the week we
have shared lots of lovely stories together.
Miss Attwood shared a story book that Year 5
and 6 had enjoyed called 'The Bumblebear'.
They gave it such a high review that the
children at Dumbleton also enjoyed it later on
in the week. Storytelling is a powerful tool that
allows us to share stories that inspire and teach
others and we have enjoyed taking part in
National Storytelling week.
Safer Internet Day
On Tuesday, we will be taking part in the
National Safer Internet Day: Exploring
Respect and Relationships Online. We have
sent a letter home to everyone with some
further details and resources to support you
and your children in understanding and
developing good procedures and practice in
using the internet.

Mental Health Week
We will be celebrating Children’s Mental
Health Week next week, in association with
the charity Place2be. This year’s theme is

Growing Together and, through worships and
class activities, we will be encouraging the
children to consider how they have grown, and
how they can help others to grow.

Covid Update
From Monday 17 January, people who are
self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the
option to reduce their isolation period after 5
full days if they test negative with a lateral
flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day
6 and they do not have a temperature. For
example, if they test negative on the morning
of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can
return to their education or childcare setting
immediately on day 6.

Love of Reading: Book Review
The Ultimate Guide to Minecraft
Review by Archie, Year 3
In the enchanted incredible gear pages, you
learn how your gear never breaks into pieces
and it teaches you how to code. You also learn
how to build portals, houses and more!
Definitely recommend to all Minecraft players.

The first test must be taken no earlier than day
5 of the self-isolation period, and the second
must be taken the following day. All test
results should be reported to NHS Test and
Trace.
If the result of either of their tests is positive,
they should continue to self-isolate until they
get negative results from two LFD tests on
consecutive days or until they have completed
10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is
earliest.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or
anyone who continues to have a temperature
will need to complete the full 10 day period of
self-isolation.
Further information on self-isolation for those
with COVID-19 is available.

Morning Registration
Please can we remind all parents that school
starts at 8:50am. We are seeing an increase in
children arriving late to school. This does
have an adverse effect on their ability to settle
quickly and on their learning.

Our Christian Values

Church Service in Alderton
Our Services are as follows and will be led
by our dear Revd Michael Hand.
9.00am
10.30am

Great Washbourne – HC Trad
Dumbleton – HC CW

Internet Safety
As part of our support to parents, we will be
sharing information on a regular basis about
some of the challenges that our children face
in the modern internet age.

Maple Class
This week in Maple Class, we have been
getting stuck into our new playdough station,
making some amazing creations whilst
developing our coordination and upper body
strength. We have taken part in 'dough disco'
every morning to warm up ready for our
writing! We have continued to practise
segmenting for spelling, linking all the sounds
we have learnt so far to letters to write
captions which include our tricky words.

In Maths, we have started to explore weight,
using the balance scales to compare objects,
seeing which is the heaviest and which is the
lightest object, as well as using the Numicon
in the scales to compare numbers.
We have been focusing on the story 'How to
Catch a Star' this week, and the children used
the stencils to make their own stars, which
were then hidden around the room. This led to
some great problem solving as the children
had to come up with ways to catch the stars.
They found some chopsticks which they stuck
together with tape to make long sticks, then
worked together to lift each star up. It was
wonderful to see this super problem solving
and teamwork! We also learned about space
journeys, so we programmed the bee bots to
travel around a large piece of paper, drawing
their journey as they went.

Creature Features’. As you can imagine the
children have loved exploring this book!! We
have written about our favourite creatures so
far and looked closely at the ‘Extraordinary
Eyes’ chapter, answering comprehension
questions and using our reading skill of
‘explain’ to write about the most impressive
creatures.
In Maths, Year 2 have been learning to divide
by 2, 5 and 10. They have shown us they are
much more confident in sharing amounts and
completing division number sentences. Year 1
have been consolidating their learning on
addition and subtraction, particularly
comparing number sentences and adding on
making 10. We then completed our end of unit
oak tasks, ready to start our new unit on
Monday.
In our topic lesson this week we have been
looking closely at a map of London and
identifying features of a settlement. We are
really enjoying our topic so far and the
children have really impressed me with all of
the features and facts they have remembered
from our exploration of London so far.
In PSHE we have been focusing on keeping
ourselves healthy and this week we created
healthy lunchboxes using the eatwell plate to
teach us what important foods we need in our
diet. Next week we are hoping to try different
fruits!
In Art, we have been exploring different
textures and thinking about the vocabulary we
can use to describe the feeling of different
materials.

Willow Class
This week in English we have started a new
non-fiction unit and have been reading a
fantastic new book called ‘Funny Bums,
Freaky Beaks and Other Extraordinary

They have been multiplying 2-digits by 1 digit
and 3-digits by 1-digit. This has included
developing their times table knowledge to
answer multiplication facts in their head.
Please can all children practice their times
tables as these are a really important Maths
concept to learn. They can practice using the
following websites:
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/711-years/times-tables
As part of 'National Storytelling Week',
children shared their favourite books with each
other during assembly. It was great to see such
a passion for reading and the range of books
children are currently reading were great. The
children had the opportunity during assembly
to sit and read for five minutes which a lot of
them said they found very relaxing!

Hawthorn Class
The children have had another great week. In
English, we have been working hard to create
our own newspaper reports about the eruption
of Mount Vesuvius and these will be written
up neatly and shared on Class Dojo next week.
The next unit we will be moving onto will be
diary entries.
The children really enjoyed our topic lessons
this week. We began by investigating the three
different types of soil and exploring whether
we could identify these around the school. The
children also discussed how tectonic plates
move and the potential impact on the Earth’s
surface. Next week we will be learning about
the 'Ring of Fire'.
In Maths, the children have been focusing on
developing their knowledge of multiplication.

Juniper Class
We started this week making delicious Potato
and Leek Soup. The children were able to peel,
dice and fry the various ingredients
confidently before adding the liquid needed to
make the soup. The children worked in pairs
but cooked in larger groups and were able to
use their Maths skills to scale up the
ingredients accurately. The children will move
onto the engage part of our DT curriculum and
design, make and evaluate their own soup.
In English, the children have been developing
their understanding of colons and semicolons,
exploring more of the statutory spellings for
Year 5 and 6 and have also been using
transparent sticky notes to help edit their
work!
In Maths, it’s been a decimals week. The
children have been adding, subtracting,
ordering and comparing numbers up to 4
decimals places. When reasoning the children
are using the key vocabulary to really show
their understanding.
In Music, the glockenspiels and saxophone
were added to Adele’s Make You Feel My
Love. The children sang it beautifully and the
addition of the musical instruments was really
something special! We will add a video of the
final performance to Dojo before half term.

In Art, the children created wonderful art work
using ink, dip pens and brushes. They were
able to create lots of different effects and there
were no spills! During our computing lessons,
the children have explored how to make
quizzes on Scratch. They plan to make their
own quiz next week.
As part of topic this week the children have
completed the final develop lesson. They
directed flowers to help gain a better
understanding of the different parts of
flowering plants and how that helps them
reproduce.

Stars of the Week
Maple
Star of the Week: Megan - for working hard in
all lessons and always showing enthusiasm for
learning
Value of the Week: Katie - for demonstrating
our value of perseverance

Willow

14th

Sport’s Week

Star of week: Martha - for showing us
everything you know about multiplication and
division in the end of unit test. You have been
working so hard!

15th

Life Education Bus

18th

Swimming Year 3/4

Value of week: Sienna - for using resources
around the classroom to help you with your
spelling. You are showing lots of perseverance
towards your writing!

28th

Hawthorn
Value of the Week: Archie (friendship) - for
consistently being a positive role model
Star of the week: Ellie T - for creating
fantastic homework about volcanoes
Juniper
Value of the Week: Lola- having pride in her
work and presenting it to a higher standard,
especially in Maths.
Star of the Week: Lily- developing her
understanding of decimals and fractions and
applying them independently with
confidence!

House Points
Sapphire – 174
Emerald – 155
Ruby – 155
Diamond - 147

Diary Dates
Please be aware that these may be subject to
change.

February
7th

Mental Health Week

8th

Safer Internet Day

11th

Swimming Year 3/4

Term Finished
Term Starts

