
 

 

Oak Hill Church of 

England Primary School 

 

 
 

Newsletter Friday 24th  September 2021 
 

Welcome 

Welcome to Charlotte who joins us in 

Reception.  Welcome to the Oak Hill family. 

The Big Ask  

Following last year’s survey of all pupils by 

the Children’s Commissioner, I thought it was 

worthwhile posting the foreword to the report 

by Dame Rachel de Souza DBE. 

What amazing children we have at Oak Hill. 

‘Listen.’ 

The day I began my tenure as Children’s 

Commissioner for England, that was my first 

task. To listen to England’s children. 

Throughout the pandemic, the nation has been 

speaking to itself, to find healing, solace, and 

hope for recovery. As we took our first steps 

out of lockdown, the national mood seemed 

receptive, but uncertain – in search of 

something. Suddenly, it seemed normal for the 

manager of the national football team to write 

an open letter to the country beginning ‘Dear 

England.’ 

He spoke about childhood, about dreams, 

memories, patriotism, our national mythology, 

and perhaps most of all about values. 

But how can a nation ‘write back’? 

In lots of ways, it turns out – mainly through 

its children. By letters of thanks, by 

outpourings of pride on social media, by a 

children’s vigil at a mural of their hero player 

to tell him how much they loved him. 

A post-pandemic national identity seemed to 

be taking shape, with all those hoped-for 

values of citizenship, kinship, fellow-feeling. 

It was as good a response as any country could 

wish for. 

In fact, for some months, England’s children 

had already been composing a kind of national 

letter. In March, my office launched The Big 

Ask – a national survey of England’s children. 

I wanted to capture their voices as quickly as I 

could, so we could truly know the state of the 

nation for them. Not as adults see them, but 

written in their own words. To be able to 

express their views on childhood freely is of 

course a fundamental right at the heart of the 

United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of 

the Child. 

We asked big questions. We wanted to hear 

their hopes, their fears, their dreams, their 

lockdown stories, their plans for tomorrow. 

We did not know what to expect. We were still 

in the advanced stages of a rolling national 

crisis. However, reassuring the promise of 

anonymity, to share the contents of your heart, 

even in an online form, is an act of trust, of 

courage, and of hope. A more cynical 

generation might have said no. 

The results are clear. This is not a cynical 

generation – we received well over half a 

million responses – the largest survey response 

of its kind anywhere in the world. 

Putting the contents to one side, the scale 

alone is stark – a landmark set of data. It is a 

record of an ambitious time and a historic 



moment. A reply commensurate with ‘Dear 

England.’ 

It contains multitudes. But it is striking how 

often the data reveals that children’s priorities 

across all groups – age, gender, ethnicity – are 

the same. A generation of children with a 

common voice. 

The pandemic atomised us, but perhaps it has 

also been a shared experience. During 

lockdown, all of us have seen talk, expressions 

of love, learning, work, and play – all of 

reality – shrunk and flattened onto a screen. 

Within the home, the dividing line between 

childhood and adulthood has been blurred – 

offices and schools and bedrooms all 

collapsing into one another. Children have 

seen the world of adult work come closer; 

adults, the world of school. 

As we unlock, this has given us much to talk 

about. In the sheer volume of responses, we 

can see an ardent need for real communication. 

Between friends, between family, and – 

crucially – between generations. 

If adults are to learn one thing from this report, 

it should be as follows. This is not a 

‘snowflake generation.’ It is a heroic 

generation. 

A generation of children who are veterans of a 

global crisis. They have seen how colossally 

frightening life can be, far too young, and have 

made a lot of sacrifices. But they have 

endured, and are emerging stronger and 

prematurely wise. Bruised, yes, and in many 

cases seriously vulnerable, but for the most 

part, happy, optimistic, and determined. 

They are a survivor generation – a sleeves-up, 

pragmatic generation, with civic-minded 

aspirations. 

They believe in family. Not just the nuclear 

family – families of all kinds. Simply, they 

want happy homes. 

They want to be healthy – mentally and 

physically. They want to escape the digital 

labyrinth in which they have been trapped. 

This report tells you that they want to be 

outside – to be in open spaces, and play. 

They want activities, sport. The oldest children 

in this report have seen England bid for the 

Olympics, stage them, and this summer, some 

of those children have taken part themselves. 

There is joy and pride in so much 

achievement, but the zest here is not for 

competition, it is for participation. 

They want community. Denied friendship 

during the pandemic, this generation of 

children have thought hard about bonds 

beyond family. They want to improve their 

local area and make it safer. They think hard 

about regional inequality, about injustice, 

about prejudice, about British values, about the 

environment – they want to engage with these 

things and address them. They are patriotic. 

They want to vote. Isolated for so long, they 

want – yearn even – to be part of something 

bigger than themselves. 

They like school. They see education as 

important in and of itself, but also as a 

pathway to opportunity. They are historians, 

spurred on by new national debates about our 

past. They are divergent thinkers, who can slip 

between boundaries of traditional subjects. 

They are apprentices who want to be trained in 

vocations and crafts, and have parity of esteem 

with undergraduates. 

Children in care are no different. They share 

exactly the same hopes and aspirations, and 

are just as determined to make the most of 

their start in life. They want the care system to 

match these ambitions. 

This generation wants to get on and do well. 

To do tough, worthwhile jobs, and have 

fulfilling careers. Many want to be teachers 

and nurses and paramedics and doctors. They 

have seen their parents and carers struggle and 

they want to help them. 

We can encourage that spirit. But we simply 

cannot let children carry that burden unaided, 

weighed down as they already are by a sense 

of inherited problems. Climate crisis. Covid 

debt. Disadvantage. 



What is so inspiring is that they see these 

challenges, and they want to reckon with them 

– a heroic impulse. 

Bind all these hopes together, and we can see 

the birth of a coherent vision: a new England. 

Our national story is a constant retelling of this 

dream. The first great epic written in English 

is a poem about a dragon-slayer, Beowulf, 

who by his heroism, strives to return a 

wounded community to safety and peace. 

From the national saint, to Blake’s Jerusalem, 

to Tolkien’s shires, to the reality of two world 

wars, the arc is the same: a progression 

through darkness to renewal. Re-watch our 

Olympic opening ceremony and you will see 

the same movement – from pasture, to ‘dark 

Satanic mills’, to utopian reinvention – the 

NHS, the internet. 

Today, we hope we are at the part of the story 

when the dragon is gone, and we can remake 

our society. How we respond is a measure of 

our priorities. We need to look at two things: 

what children urgently need now, and what 

England’s children need long-term. 

In 1942, the Beveridge report created a 

blueprint for social service provision and 

eventually the NHS, the Education Act of 

1944 extended the right to state-funded 

schooling to age 15, the establishment of 

UNESCO in 1945, the establishment of 

UNICEF in 1946, the 1948 Children Act that 

was the first legal statement of the 

Government’s duty of care towards the 

nation’s children. 

In 2021, as in the year 1215, we can, in a truly 

English tradition of radical action, meet a 

historical moment with a historical document. 

The report you are reading is a mandate for an 

intergenerational promise – a new settlement 

for England’s children – a grown-up, cross-

party set of policy commitments that reward 

the nobility of their vision. 

To follow the post-war generation and make 

historical change, the window of opportunity 

is brief. If we do not, and we let this moment 

pass, and all that attends it, then why ask in the 

first place? We simply go back to where we 

started. So let me end with my first word, and 

repeat it as a warning. The first word spoken 

by the narrator of Beowulf, who demands a 

heroic story is respected: 

‘Listen.’ 

 

 October Half Term Free School Meals 

For the October half-term, Gloucestershire 

County Council is providing vouchers to 

parents who have signed up to their 

Holiday Free School Meals (FSM) scheme. 

These vouchers are provided by 

Gloucestershire County Council as part of its 

commitment to ‘no child goes hungry’. The 

vouchers are funded through COVID-19 grant 

funding they have received and is separate to 

that of the term time free school meals. 

Parents who have signed up to the scheme will 

receive a voucher for £15 for each child who is 

eligible for FSM which will cover the half-

term week. 

Parents who have signed up previously do not 

need to re-register, they have already been 

included, but, to ensure we get all who are 

eligible, we are encouraging new parents to 

sign up as soon as they can. 

Applications for Holiday Free School Meal 

Vouchers for October Half Term is open from 

Monday 13 September until midday Friday 24 

September. Vouchers will be sent out between 

Monday 27 of September and 30 of 

September. Vouchers are being sent out this 

early due to Covid grant stipulations. 

For more information and to sign up if you 

haven't already please visit our website: 

the Holiday School Meal vouchers page on our 

website. For any queries please 

contact: childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

The Thrive Approach 

Miss Attwood and Mrs Edwards have started 

their pre-course training this week and have 

been incredibly excited about beginning our 

Thrive journey.  Mrs Edwards has done 

wonders with the old office space and it has 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-vouchers/
mailto:childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk


been completely repainted.  She has even 

sourced a free sofa which she is collecting 

over the weekend.  Thank you Mrs Edwards 

and Miss Attwood. 

 

 

Covid 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to 

respect the changes school has made and 

continuing to be aware of the threat of Covid.  

We have updated our risk assessments and the 

Covid Management Plan.  Copies of which can 

be found on the school website. 

 

Winchcombe Visitor 

It was lovely to welcome Mr Templeton, the 

Headteacher, to school on Monday evening to 

talk about Winchcombe School and what it 

can offer Oak Hill pupils.  Thank you to the 

parents who came to the talk. 

 

Sport’s Equipment 

We are using our Sport’s Premium money this 

year to renew the sport’s equipment that we 

have in school.  We are buying bits through 

the year as we are teaching the various skills 

and sports.  Basketball, football, netball and 

pumps and needles (gold dust in primary 

schools, up there with glue sticks!) were the 

first purchases. 

 

 

Flu Immunisations 

It was lovely to welcome the nursing team in 

to deliver the flu immunisations this year.  The 

children receiving the immunisations were 

amazing. 

Clubs 

What a wonderful start to our new after school 

clubs.  It was lovely to be out on Monday with 

our footballers, some good play and tackling 

that Roy Keane would be proud of!!! 

Morrisons It’s Good to Grow! 

We have joined Morrisons It’s Good to Grow 

to help raise money for gardening equipment.  

For every £10 spent, you will receive a grow 

token.  We would really appreciate any tokens! 

School Residential 

The Year 5/6 school residential is due to take 

place the first week back after half term, 1st-

5th November. This does present a staffing 

challenge for a small school, especially for one 

that has two sites.  The plan is that, for that 

week, the whole school will be based at the 

Alderton base.  I will confirm this shortly with 



you all.  I know that this approach has taken 

place in previous years. 

Parent’s Evening 

Our current plans are that Parent’s Evenings 

will take place in person in October.  All 

teachers will be based at the Alderton site and 

all meetings will take place there.  This will, 

obviously, be under continual review in 

relation to Covid.  Further details to follow. 

 

Kings Gloucester Open Day 

 

 

Half Termly Christian Value 

 

 

Church Service in Alderton 

Our Services this week are: 

10.30am            Alderton – Songs of Praise for 

the Harvest and Creation   

6.00pm              Wormington – Harvest 

Service 

 

Maple Class 

What a wonderful week we have had in 

Reception! As part of our main topic ‘Me and 

My Community’, we have been learning all 

about ourselves this week! We have had a lot 

of fun learning to read and write our names, 

using magnets, glitter, dinosaurs, Duplo and 

even slime. We have been exploring all the 

numbers which are special to us in Maths, 

such as our age and counting our favourite 

things. To celebrate the arrival of Autumn, we 

began our mini project with a woodland walk 

around Dumblewood, looking for signs of 

autumn, where we saw lots of pine cones, 

leaves and birds. We have also been very busy 

builders this week, making many fantastic 

constructions in our outdoor classroom.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Willow Class 

This week in Willow class we have continued 

to work on the 'engage' part of our curriculum 

and the children brought in a photo or object 

that reflected an important life event for them. 

We also recapped the stages of human life, 

which led to an interesting discussion when 

trying to work out at what age humans become 

'elderly'. During our Geography lesson we 

thought about the word 'location' and studied 

features on a map before describing their 

location.  

In English this week, we have been focussing 

on ensuring our sentences are fully punctuated. 

Year 1 have been working hard to make sure 

they include capital letters, finger spaces and 

full stops. They have also been writing 

questions this week and making sure their 

sentences end with a question mark. Year 2 

have also been recapping question marks and 

have written some fantastic questions for the 

characters in our book this week called 'The 

Visitor.' They also had a go at writing some 

exclamation sentences.  

In Maths, Year 1 have had a busy week! They 

have been practising counting forwards and 

backwards as well as looking at one more and 

one less. Year 2 have been continuing to look 

at tens and ones and using these to help them 

with addition and working out part whole 

models.  



 

 

 

Hawthorn Class 

We have had another great week in Hawthorn 

Class. The children have been working really 

hard in Maths to improve their place value 

skills. This week Year 3 focused on comparing 

numbers and objects and also counting in 50s. 

The Year 4's have been working on 

partitioning, number lines and rounding. I have 

been really impressed with how hard all the 

children are working on their presentation and 

layout. The pictures show just some examples 

of how they have improved and are working 

hard to improve their presentation. I am 

extremely proud of how hard they have 

worked over the past three weeks.   

In English, we have looked at the story of the 

‘Sandman and the Turtles’ by Michael 

Morpurgo focusing on using a range of 

exciting adjectives, adverbials and adverbs to 

help improve our writing. The children have 

done a fabulous job at up-levelling sentences 

and this is an important skill to develop to help 

bring their writing to life. Next week, we will 

focus on re-telling the story so far and 

predicting the ending to the book.  

We have had another fun week in Science 

where children created their very own 

skeleton puppets; some children even managed 

to get their puppets to dance! This helped to 

secure the children's knowledge about 

different scientific names for bones in the 

body.  

In PSHE we have been looking at the 

importance of teamwork and worked 

collaboratively to create our own tangrams. 

Children learnt why we need to collaborate 

and cooperate when working in pairs and as 

groups. 

 

 



 

 

 

Juniper Class 

We have had another busy week in Juniper. 

The children have been writing excellent 

poems based on out-of-place animals, fruits 

and vegetables, and the moon! The focus on 

language and structure has allowed the 

children to write descriptive imaginative 

poems. 

In Maths, we have moved on to addition and 

subtraction. Year 5 have focused on accurately 

adding and subtracting 5 and 6 digit numbers 

and Year 6 children revised column addition 

of numbers with up to 7 digits and have also 

been using the inverse operation to check their 

answers. 

In History, we started out Engage unit. During 

this first lesson, the children listened to a short 

podcast before exploring different artifacts that 

were found during an archeological dig in 

Yinxu which resulted in finding the evidence 

that proved the Shang Dynasty had existed. 

In Science, we have started to explore space. 

The children have ordered the planets and 

compared facts about each of the 8 planets in 

our solar system.  

In Art, the children painted beautiful landscape 

pictures applying their new understanding of 

how to create shades and tones. In French, the 

children have been speaking with confidence 

increasing their vocabulary. They are now able 

to confidently share their name and age in 

French. 

During our first, P.E lesson of the week, the 

children started to apply tactical thinking to 

their playing. Next week we will be focusing 

on space and how to move the ball around the 

space effectively. In Gymnastics, the children 

have developed sequences of movement which 

include multiple components. 

 



 

 

 

 

Stars of the Week 

Maple Class: 

Star of the Week: Charlotte - for settling in so 

well to Oak Hill  

Value of the Week: Louie - for demonstrating 

perseverance  

Willow Class: 

Star of the Week - Sophia, for using finger 

spaces in your writing.  

Value of the Week - William, for amazing 

singing and showing our value of courage to 

learn new lyrics 

Hawthorn Class: 

Star of the Week - Isla for always working 

consistently hard to improve her Maths. 

 
Value of the Week- perseverance - Summer 

for showing a good positive attitude towards 

her work and never giving up.  

 

Juniper Class: 

Value of the Week: Elliott - having a fantastic 

attitude towards his learning and showing real 

enthusiasm during netball! 

Star of the Week – Bryony - excellent 

reasoning skills in Maths, using because to 

justify her answer 

 

Diary Dates 

Please be aware that these may be subject to 

change. 

September 

28th I Sing Pop 

29th I Sing Pop 

30th I Sing Pop 

October 

8th I Sing Pop Performances 

19th  Parents Evening 

20th Parents Evening 

22nd Break Up  

November 

1st  Back to School 

 Yr5/6 Residential Departs 

5th Yr5/6 Residential returns 

 

 


